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record, also, for more honours in one action than have ever been
given to any battalion in English history, yet I have been dis-
appointed that I did not receive the highest award, for at High
Wood General Baird had recommended me for a D.S.O., and
G.H.Q,. preferred to overlook his recommendation.

When Sir Douglas Haig inspected the Battalion a month later,
he told me personally that the action at Meteren was one of the
finest fought by any troops on the Western Front; and when I
met him at his headquarters in 1919, he reaffirmed what he had
then stated.

On the 18th April I received the following telegram :

gth Corps Wire.

" The Commander-in-Chief has just been at Corps Head-
quarters. He would have liked to see all ranks now fighting on
the gth Corps front and to tell each one of them of his personal
appreciation of the magnificent fight they have made and are
making. He would have liked to shake hands with each indi-
vidual and thank him for what he has done. He has not time
for this, but has asked me to give everybody this message."

9TH CORPS SPECIAL ORDER No. 2.

The following " Record " is made of the action described below.

33RD BATTALION MACHINE-GUN CORPS.

I2th-igth April, 1918.

" On the night of the i ith-i2th April, the enemy had captured
both Merville and Estaires, some seven miles south of Meteren,
but the situation was somewhat obscure, and machine-guns, in
conjunction with the igth Infantry Brigade, took up an outpost
line covering the approaches east and south of Meteren. By
10.30 a.m. on the isth April the enemy had advanced very
rapidly, both from the east and from the south, and had it not
been for the excellent use made of an abandoned motor lorry
which quickly brought up eight more guns and teams, Meteren
would have undoubtedly fallen into the enemy hands. By
skilful handling of his machine-guns Lieutenant-Colonel Hut-
chison was able to hold off the enemy and fill all up gaps that
occurred in our line so that by nightfall on the isth April the
line, though thinly held, was continuous. On the i3th a heavy
hostile attack was successfully dealt with, during which the
enemy must have suffered enormous losses. In one instance, two
hundred horsemen were decimated by the fire of one section under